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CONFIDENTIAL MOSCOW 06766 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: BG, AS, UR 

SUBJECT: BANGLADESH MILITARY ATTACHE IN MOSCOW REQUESTS 
ASYLUM IN AUSTRALIA 

1 . AUSTRALIAN EMBOFF INFORMS THAT A BANGLADESH MILITARY 
ATTACHE IN MOSCOW, M. RAHMAN, REQUESTED POLITICAL ASYLUM 
IN AUSTRALIA LAST WEEK. RAHMAN CLAIMED HE FEARED 
REPRISALS FROM BDG SHOULD HE RETURN TO DACCA. AUSTRALIAN 
SOURCE STATED CANBERRA INSTRUCTED AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY 
HERE TO TURN DOWN ASYLUM REQUEST BUT TO OFFER RAHMAN 
OPPORTUNITY TO FILE ROUTINE IMMIGRATION REQUEST THAT 
WOULD BE CONSIDERED "EXPEDITIOUSLY" BUT WOULD BE 

GIVEN NO SPECIAL PREFERENCE OVER OTHER APPLICATIONS. 

RAHMAN FILED IMMIGRATION FORMS ON BEHALF OF HIMSELF AND 
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HIS FAMILY MARCH 31 AND IS AWAITING A RESPONSE FROM 
CANBERRA. 

2. AUSTRALIAN SOURCE STATED AUSTRALIA HAS ALSO REJECTED 
REQUEST FOR POLITICAL ASYLUM BY "CLERK" AT BD HIGH 
COMMISSION IN CANBERRA. "CLERK" CLAIMS HE AND SEVERAL 
OTHERS LIKE HIM STATIONED ABROAD AT BANGLADESHI DIPLD- 
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MATIC MISSIONS COULD SUFFER SAME FATE AS A COLLEAGUE 
STATIONED IN BAGHDAD WHO WAS SHOT AND KILLED IN DACCA BY 
PRO-ZIA FORCES DURING OCT. 2, 1977 COUP ATTEMPT. 

3. AUSTRALIAN SOURCE SAYS BDG AND BANGLADESHI HIGH 
COMMISSION IN CANBERRA ARE TELLING ENTIRELY DIFFERENT 
STORY AND POSSIBILITY EXISTS REQUESTS FOR ASYLUM 

ARE MERELY AN EXCUSE FOR IMMIGRATING TO AUSTRALIA. 
SOURCE HOLDS THAT CASE HAS SURFACED NO EVIDENCE OF A 
POSSIBLE "SOVIET CONNECTION" WITH THE OCT. 2, 1977 COUP 
ATTEMPT OR WITH RAHMAN HIMSELF. SOURCE STATED 
AUSTRALIAN HIGH COMMISSIONER IN DACCA BRIEFED A 
BANGLADESHI MFA ADDITIONAL SECRETARY ON CANBERRA'S 
DECISION TO REJECT POLITICAL ASYLUM. ADDITIONAL 
SECRETARY EXPRESSED APPRECIATION THAT CASE HAS NOT 
BEEN ALLOWED TO "CLOUD" AUSTRALIAN -B AN GLADESHI RELA- 
TIONS. 

4. WE HAVE HEARD THAT SOME OF THE ABOVE HAS ALREADY 
BEEN CARRIED IN THE AUSTRALIAN PRESS AND THAT AP IS 
TRYING TO TRACK DOWN THE STORY HERE. TOON 
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